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David and Olivia Nelson, along with their two sons Caleb (12) and Seth (10) are currently serving as missionaries in 

Tauranga, New Zealand. The Nelsons have been mission partners with the Legacy church of Christ since 2008. David and 

Olivia worked as church planters in Kharkiv, Ukraine from 2008 to 2014, and moved to New Zealand in 2015 to continue 

to do mission work there.  

David grew up as a missionary kid, spending the majority of his childhood with his family in New Zealand. Olivia grew up 

in Lubbock, Texas and graduated from Adventures in Missions (AIM) program and Lubbock Christian University. David 

first worked as a builder by trade, then graduated from Sunset International Bible Institute. After they both graduated, 

they partnered with Legacy and began full-time ministry.  

In New Zealand, David's primary focus is community outreach, but he is also heavily involved with several 

other ministries. David led the preaching and teaching team at the Otumoetai church of Christ since 2015 and was able 

to successfully pass on and phase out of that ministry in 2022. He currently serves as an Outreach Minister at the church 

which entails managing and supporting the various outreach and missions-focused ministries of the congregation. 

Besides his leadership roles in the church, he also engages discipleship and mentorship relationships and teaches several 

classes at the South Pacific Bible College. David enjoys being active, golfing, and fishing as well. Olivia is an Outreach 

Minister and the Children's Minister at church. She also regularly meets, mentors, and studies with other mums and 

young adults. Olivia likes to read, go secondhand shopping, and play games with her family and others. Caleb and Seth 

are active leaders in the kids ministry and regularly serve the congregation. Caleb enjoys public speaking and is one of 

the House Leaders at his middle school, and he also enjoys making jokes and playing video games. Seth is finishing his 

last year at elementary school, and he also enjoys reading, parkour, and video games.  



 

Ministry Update 

David and Olivia continue to work as Outreach Ministers at the Otumoetai church of Christ. In 2022, David was able to 

phase out of several leadership roles he had at church, freeing up more time to pursue connecting with the local 

community. To further connect with the community, he completed some further studies in Chaplaincy and was officially 

given an offer of service as a reserve chaplain for the NZ Defense Force. Besides Defense Force chaplaincy, David is 

pursuing other opportunities to serve as a chaplain in local schools with emergency services, and in the community in 

general. David continues to disciple and mentor other young men at church during the week. He also co-leads the small 

group ministry, teaches classes at church, preaches, and teaches several evangelism/missions classes at the South Pacific 

Bible College. Olivia works alongside David as an Outreach minister, but a large part of her work at church is with our 

families. She leads the Children's ministry and regularly mentors and studies with other mums (and a couple young 

adults) around her. This May/June we are welcoming three young women from the Adventures in Missions program to 

join us in ministry here in Tauranga. David and Olivia will mentor them as apprentice missionaries over the next year and 

a half. And finally, we are looking for ways to help grow a youth group at our church as our own kids are fast 

approaching youth group age, so we ask that you pray along with us for that.  

 

Good News Stories 

About two years our sons befriended a neighborhood boy that had just moved in. His parents separated and he was 

going through some social issues. Every time he visited, one of us would stay outside so we could keep an ear on their 

conversations. The boy ended up changing schools and in our kid's class. He had problems with his teacher and 

problems with classmates. Honestly, Liv and I were a bit worried about the influence this kid might be having on our 

kids, but we'd make an extra sandwich so he could stick around for lunch and do our best to help him feel welcome. 

When he showed up early on Sunday to play, we invited him to church, and he started coming with us pretty regularly. 

We encouraged our kids and talked about how they can set a Christ-like example. We all prayed for him. Over the last 

year, we've seen some amazing changes-- evidence of God's transforming power. He's excited and keen to come to 

church with us and participates at church every chance he can; he's polite and good natured. His relationship with our 

kids, his classmates, and his teachers is a lot better. No longer do we worry about the kind of influence he has on our 

kids, and our relationship with his dad has only grown as well. We are excited to see how the Good News of Christ 

continues to work in this boy's life! 

 

This is a story of perseverance and rescue. One couple we regularly spend time with both grew up in the church but 

have left God in pursuit of their own desires. Obviously a life lived in pursuit of making yourself happy leads you towards 

frustration and chaos. It can be wearisome and difficult as we reach out with the Good News and it is often spurned. But 

the Good News isn't a message that gives up. We serve a God who perseveres with each one of us. As long as they are in 

our lives and open their doors to us, we will keep sharing the wisdom and teachings of Jesus, even if our sharing is done 

more with actions than with words. Though we pray for major changes and repentance, we are encouraged by the little 

signs that the shell of indifference is cracking and the message of Jesus is softening a once hardened heart.  

 

One young mum that Olivia works with has had a rough life. Her family background is not ideal. Her current relationship 

isn't healthy either. She has two young daughters and is often overwhelmed by the struggles she faces. I am so grateful 

that there is Good News for her. She is loved. She has worth. She is not alone. She is loved. 

 
 



Something that I have to remember is that Good News isn't always something obviously significant to everyone. 

Sometimes what I consider insignificant is life-changing to someone else. I was reminded of this earlier in the year. We 

have a young girl in our church whose family just started attending last year-- she was given her first Bible and heard the 

story of Creation for the first time. This girl is small and teased for it in school, but not at church. When she comes to 

church, she comes alive and lives into the knowledge that she is loved. This has instilled confidence in her. As a part of 

our children's ministry, our older children research charities or organizations that help kids, and then during our worship 

services the kids go around collecting coins to support these charities. On Sunday, this shy little girl stood before our 

church and shared about the charity she picked and the good things it was doing. A month later we were contacted by 

another church about this... one of their members was visiting us on the Sunday this girl shared. They were so moved 

and encouraged by this young girl's heart for this good work, they took up a collection at their church and wanted to 

know how to get the money to this charity as well. It was such a joy to see this young girl who is often discouraged and 

brushed aside in other places, given space and encouragement in a church community to serve and share. And that 

resulted in her sharing the Good News to our church family, and from there it spread to other church families (and even 

now this story is being shared to another church family!). We are so thankful for his Good News-- that everyone can 

share, that spreads further than we realize, that proclaims the goodness and grace of our Lord! 

 

 

 

 


